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Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG)
Lymphadenitis

What is BCG Lymphadenitis?

BCG is a vaccine which is given to the child upon birth. The
most common complications after receiving BCG are local
reactions and regional lymphadenopathy. The local reactions
at the injection site can range from redness and swelling to
abscess formation and discharge.

Common Sites of BCG Lymphadenitis
1. Axilla (underarm)
2. Cervical

Types of BCG Lymphadenitis

There are two forms of BCG lymphadenitis
The nonsuppurative form (simple form) is characterized by a
benign clinical course and the lesion resolves spontaneously
without any sequelae over a period of weeks to months as
shown in the figure.

The suppurative form is marked by the progressive
enlargement of regional lymph nodes leading to a collection
of suppurative material. Overlying skin changes with
redness, edema, increased pigmentation and pustule
formation.

If left untreated, the suppuration will eventually rupture,
leading to persistent caseous discharge.



Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG)
Lymphadenitis

Signs and Symptoms

1. History of BCG vaccination on the arm.

2. Onset is usually 2 to 4 months after BCG vaccination.

3. Thereis an absence of fever or other constitutional
symptoms.

4. Redness and swelling with absent or minimal local
tenderness over the lesion(s).

5. Only 1 to 2 discrete lymph nodes are enlarged (clinically
palpable) in the majority of cases.

Treatment
For suppurative BCG lymphadenitis, given time there is
almost universal development of spontaneous perforation
and sinus formation if left untreated
Needle Aspiration
Surgical removal

Parent’s Responsibilities

1. To keep an eye on the size of the lymph node. If it is
increasing gradually without any other signs, keep observing
and inform the doctor upon your follow-up appointment.

2. Ifitis decreasing in size, notify the doctor upon follow-up.

3. Ifitisincreasing in size and is accompanied by redness,
swelling, discharge and fever, do not wait for appointment;
report to the Pediatric Emergency Center immediately.

Peadtric Infectious Disease Department
G 4439 2834 /2239
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